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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  report  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  1728  and  relates  to  the  work  of  the 
department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

The  general  standard  of  health  of  the  public  in  Bexhill  has,  during 
the  year,  been  satisfactory  and  no  serious  outbreaks  of  disease  have  occurred. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  11.3  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  This  represents  a slight  increase  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  but  is  still  lower  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  factors  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is  10.03  1,000,  as  compared  with  11.6 

for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  corresponding  figure  for  the  Borough  for 
the  previous  year  was  11.2. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  26.5  per  1,000  registered  live  births, 
which  shows  a decrease  of  4.9  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  and 
which  is  26.5  lower  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Ineectious  Disease. — The  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  was  due  as  stated  in  the  report,  to  the  presence  of  Diphtheria  in  a 
Convalescent  Home  and  occurred  in  children  who  do  not  normally  reside 
in  Bexhill,  and  to  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia. 

Housing. — The  general  standard  of  housing  throughout  the  Borough 
is  satisfactory,  but  consideration  will  need  to  be  given  to  the  further  pro- 
vision of  houses  for  those  families  with  young  children  at  present  living  in 
rooms  or  flats,  and  for  certain  relatively  large  families. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. — The  high  standard  of  purity 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  has  again  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  Consideration  is  being  given  to  plans  for  the  provision  of  a piped- 
water  supply  to  a part  of  the  Borough  at  present  served  by  wells.  In  addition, 
schemes  are  under  consideration  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  system  of 
sewers  to  parts  of  the  Borough  that  have  become  more  urban  in  character. 

I wish  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
that  they  have  given  me  in  my  work  during  the  year,  my  brother  officials  for 
their  co-operation  and  my  staff  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  assistance. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  DONOVAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Bexhill. 

June,  1939. 


SECTION  A. 


/ 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,015  acres. 

Population  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,430 

(Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population— mid- 
year 1938.) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1938  . . . . . . . . 5^863 

(according  to  Rate  Books)  Flats  . . 863 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . jCs 56,636 

General  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 6 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ..  ..  ..  . . ..  ;£i,337 

(estimated  1938-39) 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Bexhill  is  situated  on  the  South  Coast  62  miles  from  London,  5 miles 
west  of  Hastings  and  13  miles  east  of  Eastbourne. 

The  southern  half  of  the  town  is  situated  mainly  on  Ashdown  Sand. 
North  of  the  railway  line  (Brighton  section)  Wadhurst  clay  forms  the  surface 
beds,  with  areas  of  Tunbridge  Wells  sand  in  the  more  elevated  ground.  In 
the  Galley  Elill  area,  Fairlight  clays  are  in  evidence,  capped  in  places  by 
Ashdown  sand. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,015  acres,  exclusive  of  521  acres  of  fore- 
shore, and  rises  on  gentle  slopes  behind  the  sea  front  to  150  feet  above  sea 
level. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  public  parks  and  recreation  grounds, 
which  have  an  acreage  of  91  acres  approximately. 

The  character  of  the  population  is  residential  for  the  most  part,  many 
retired  professional  and  business  people  making  it  their  permanent  abode, 
and  in  consequence  the  average  age  of  a large  number  of  the  residents  is 
higher  than  usual. 

It  is  also  a select  seaside  resort,  so  that  there  are  a relatively  large  number 
of  hotels  and  apartment  houses. 


Considerable  housing  development  has  taken  place  throughout  the 
Borough  during  1938. 

In  addition,  Bexhill  has  numerous  private  preparatory  schools  within 
its  area,  with  approximately  1,400  places,  and  Convalsecent  Homes  with 
nearly  400  beds. 

There  is  no  particular  occupation  or  manufacture  which  is  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Climate. 

Bracing,  becoming  less  so  as  one  gets  from  the  sea  front.  Mildly 
bracing  April  to  November  and  often  to  the  end  of  December.  Very  bracing 
January  to  March.  ^ 

Nature  of  Beach. 

Pebbly  beach,  but  extensive  sands  at  mid-  and  low-tide  ; there  are  a 
few  rocks  at  low-tide  near  the  middle  of  the  Parade  and  no  dangerous  currents 
with  the  exception  of  one  at  the  eastern  boundary,  distant  from  the  bathing 
stations. 

Indications. 

Bexhill  is  pre-eminently  suitable  for  children,  adults,  elderly  persons 
and  those  returning  from  the  tropics  derive  benefit  from  residence  or 
periodical  visits  to  the  town. 

{a)  Children  : Especially  suitable  for  children  suffering  from  Surgical 
Tuberculosis  and  convalescence  after  operations. 

(h)  Adults  : Convalescents  after  operations,  most  cases  of  Insomnia 
and  Graves  Disease,  Hysteria,  Neurasthenia  and  Anaemia  ; those  requiring 
rest  after  overwork,  chronic  catarrhs  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  very 
early  and  chronic  Phthisis,  Debility  resulting  from  tropical  diseases,  mild 
Cardiac  disease  and  some  forms  of  Asthma. 

Contra  Indications. 

(i)  In  the  winter  months  those  who  cannot  stand  exposure  to  gales. 

(2)  Advanced  heart  disease. 

(3)  Other  than  very  early  or  Chronic  Phthisis, 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sargent,  the  Borough  Meteorological 
Recorder,  for  the  following  report  and  tables  : — 

“ Throughout  the  year  1938  work  in  connection  with  the  Meteorological 
Station  was  carried  on  as  in  former  years.  Daily  telegraphic  reports  and 
monthly  returns  of  observations  were  transmitted  to  the  Meteorological 
Office,  London.  Extracts  from  the  records  and  various  reports  were  supplied 
regularly  to  the  Press,  and  information  relating  to  local  climatic  conditions 
was  also  supplied  for  inclusion  in  year-books,  guide  books,  and  various  other 
publications. 

“ An  official  inspection  of  the  Station  by  a representative  of  the  Meteoro- 
logical Office  took  place  on  June  25th  ; the  various  instruments  were  tested 
with  official  standards  and  a certificate  of  approval  was  issued  by  the  Director. 

“ Table  I is  a summary  of  observations  relating  to  sunshine,  rainfall, 
air-pressure,  and  temperature  during  1938.  The  barometer  readings  are 
corrected  for  temperature  and  reduced  to  mean  sea-level. 

“ Table  II  is  a summary  of  cloud  amount,  visibility,  and  wind  direction, 
based  on  daily  observations  at  two  fixed  hours. 

“ Table  III  indicates  the  units  of  ultra-violet  rays  measured  by  the 
Acetone  Methylene  Blue  Gauge.” 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT.  TABLE  I. 
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1 1 

2 

I 

5 

r I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

J3 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

2 

I 

3 

0 

I 

3 

5-t> 

10 

3 

0 

6 

12 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

4 

1 1 

13 

2 

I 

3 

3 

I 

2 

I 

4 

0 

I 

I 

7 

4 

I 

0 

0 

I 

5-0 

9 

3 

5 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

14 

8 

2 

0 

0 

7 

0 

2 

I 

4 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

3 

0 

I 

0 

4.6 

9 

5 

4 

3 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

9 

13 

7 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

9 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3-2 

13 

5 

4 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

4 

14 

II 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

I 

I 

0 

8 

6 

7 

0 

0 

0 

5-3 

1 1 

I 

3 

3 

II 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

9 

15 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

I 

0 

14 

2 

3 

I 

2 

0 

4-1 

12 

3 

4 

8 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

16 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

1 1 

9 

3 

0 

I 

0 

41 

13 

3 

3 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

14 

9 

5 

9 

I 

2 

I 

I 

0 

0 

5 

0 

I 

I 

3 

3 

3 

{) 

I 

0 

5 3 

8 

3 

4 

10 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

4 

13 

8 

2 

0 

0 

I 

I 

I 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

10 

4 

3 

0 

2 

0 

4 9 

9 

5 

3 

4 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

3 

17 

6 

6 

0 

[ 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

4 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

3 

I 

6.6 

5 

3 

2 

9 

II 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

5 

16 

5 

3 

0 

2 

I 

0 

I 

I 

2 

I 

0 

0 

1 1 

2 

2 

0 

3 

I 

4-2 

13 

4 

2 

3 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

10 

1 1 

6 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

I 

I 

1 1 

I 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4.8 

9 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

6 

18 

2 

2 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

4 

0 

0 

I 

10 

0 

9 

I 

0 

I 

7.8 

5 

0 

I 

3 

19 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

8 

7 

10 

2 

6 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

2 

0 

8 

4 

4 

0 

2 

0 

7-7 

2 

2 

3 

8 

15 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

4 

7 

15 

2 

4 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

0 

I 

2 

7 

3 

7 

0 

I 

0 

7-2 

6 

I 

2 

3 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

13 

7 

2 

0 

I 

2 

I 

2 

0 

2 

I 

I 

2 

6 

4 

4 

I 

2 

0 

8.3 

I 

2 

7 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

20 

2 

I 

0 

2 

2 

I 

2 

I 

0 

2 

I 

5 

4 

5 

3 

0 

210 

60 

63 

134 

263 

0 

2 

4 

3 

16 

87 

195 

295 

128 

74 

19 

18 

49 

17 

18 

17 

64 

12 

20 

10 

164 

88 

100 

II 

38 

II 

Totals 


TABLE  III 


1938 

Month 

Daily 

Mean 

January-  - 

0.74 

February 

1.03 

March  - 

1 ,00 

April 

2.16 

May  - - 

2.32 

June 

- : 3ob 

July  - - 

3-38 

August  - 

3.61 

September  - 

2.70 

October - 

1.93 

November 

- i 0-83 

December  - 

0.61 

Mean  - 

2.05 

Ultra-violet  Rays 
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UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  unemployment  in  the  district 
classified  into  months  during  the  year  1938. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a total  of  3,253  persons  were  unemployed  for 
some  period  during  the  year.  The  corresponding  figure  for  1937  was  2,283. 

The  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  slackening  off  in  the  building  trade, 
also  the  Crisis  in  September  had  an  adverse  influence  on  employment. 

The  increase  in  the  female  unemployment  during  the  year,  viz.,  328 
in  1938  as  compared  with  258  in  1937,  is  accounted  for  by  seasonal  slackness 
in  both  the  Hotel  and  Catering,  and  distributive  trades. 

From  the  accompanying  table  it  will  be  noted  that  the  lowest  number 
of  unemployed  occurred  in  the  month  of  June  and  that  the  “ peak  ” figure 
was  reached  in  December. 

With  the  exception  of  the  building  trade  and  brick  and  tile  making, 
there  are  no  staple  industries  in  Bexhill.  These  trades  employ  approximately 
1,000  insured  workers.  Laundries  employ  aproximately  150  females  and 
24  male  workers  ; Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses,  200  males  and  290  females  ; 
and  retail  distributive  trades,  800  males  and  470  females. 

Although  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  Juveniles 
unemployed  during  the  year,  59  as  compared  with  46  for  the  previous  year, 
the  periods  of  unemployment  have  been  of  a shorter  duration. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  September  Crisis  and  adverse  weather 
conditions  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  unemployed  position  in 
Bexhill  can  be  summarised  as  generally  satisfactory. 


1938. 

Men. 

Boys. 

Women. 

Girls. 

Total 

January  . . 

..  278 

8 

24 

1 

311 

February 

..  264 

3 

31 

— 

298 

March 

..  202 

5 

29 

4 

240 

April 

..  175 

2 

27 

2 

206 

May 

..  178 

1 

28 

2 

209 

June 

..  158 

1 

17 

1 

177 

July  

..  211 

2 

20 

— 

233 

August  . . 

..  232 

2 

17 

3 

254 

September 

..  259 

3 

15 

2 

279 

October  . . . . : . 

. . 267 

7 

28 

— 

302 

November 

. . 304 

5 

45 

1 

355 

December 

..  338 

2 

47 

2 

389 

Total 

. . 2,866 

41 

328 

18 

3,253 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  RELIEF. 

The  total  amount  of  out-door  relief  granted  to  residents  of  Be.xhill 
during  the  year  1938  was  ^(^2,389  i6s.  9d.,  and  there  were  63  adults  and 
10  children  admitted  from  Bexhill  to  Institutions  under  the  administration 
of  the  East  Sussex  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..122  120  242 

Illegitimate  .,  ..  ..  ..10  12  22 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  11.3 

Stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 5 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . . . 11.3 

Deaths  ..  ..  ; 148  157  305 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population  : — 

(Crude)  13.02 
(Adjusted)  10.03 


Number  of  women  dying  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  child  birth  : 


From  Puerperal  Sepsis 
From  other  Puerperal  causes 

Total 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (li  ve 


Deaths. 

and  still)  births. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Males. 

Legitimate  . . . . . . . . 4 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . — 

Total  . . . . 4 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  26.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . . . . . 28.9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . . . . . Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . . • 44 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .04 


Females.  Total. 
3 7 

3 7 


Births. 

On  analysis  of  the  Vital  Statistics  set  out  in  this  section,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  number  of  births  registered  during  1938  in  Bexhill  was 
264,  of  which  132  were  male  and  132  female.  Of  these,  22  births  (10  male  and 
12  female)  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1938  was  11.3  per  1,000  estimated  population.  This 
figure  represents  an  increase  of  .26  by  comparison  with  1937,  and  is  3.8  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  This  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  average  age  of  the  population  in  Bexhill  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  age  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 
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Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  Bexhill  after  adjusting  inward  and 
outward  transfers  was  305,  148  males  and  157  females,  a decrease  of  33  as 
compared  with  1937. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  13.02  per  1,000  estimated  population,  but 
when  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  is 
applied,  the  Death  Rate  is  10.03,  ^ decrease  of  1.17  compared  with  the 
adjusted  death  rate  for  last  year. 

The  Areal  Comparability  Factor  is  intended  to  afford  a means  of 
adjustment  so  that  different  places  may  be  compared  on  an  equitable  basis. 
With  regard  to  Death  Rates  it  would  obviously  be  unfair  to  compare  Bexhill, 
having  a population  in  the  main  composed  of  a large  number  of  elderly 
people,  with  a place  where  the  average  age  of  the  population  was  much  less. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  given  as  11.6. 

The  main  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  : Cancer,  44  ; Heart 
Disease,  89  ; Cerebral  Hsemorrhage,  25  ; other  circulatory  diseases,  29  ; 
Pneumonia,  14  ; and  other  defined  causes  given  in  the  short  list  of  deaths 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  numbered  33. 

A notable  feature  of  the  deaths  was  the  large  number  which  occurred 
over  the  age  of  65  years,  which  bears  out  the  remarks  made  previously  with 
regard  to  the  Comparability  Factor. 

The  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  Bexhill  has,  for  some  considerable 
time  past,  exceeded  the  number  of  births.  In  1938,  the  excess  of  deaths 
over  births  was  41,  whilst  in  1936  and  1937,  these  figures  were  34  and  83 
respectively. 

Infantile  Deaths. 

Seven  children,  4 male  and  3 female,  under  one  year  of  age  died 
during  1938,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  26.5  per  1,000  registered 
live  births.  This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  4.9  when  compared  with  the 
Borough  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1937. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  53. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  during  1938. 

Table  6 shows  the  causes  and  age  of  death  of  these  children,  and 
Table  7 shows  the  deaths  by  ward  distribution. 
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Population, 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  in  Bexhill 
at  mid-year  1938  is  given  as  23,430,  an  increase  of  330  as  compared  with 
the  estimate  for  1937. 

The  figure  given  may  appear  to  be  low,  but  the  fact  that  there 
hzs  been  no  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  within  the  Borough, 
combined  with  other  factors  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  has  had  a 
curtailing  influence  on  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  resident  population. 

All  statistics  in  my  report  are  based  on  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar- 
General. 


Zymotic  Deaths. 

Only  one  death  was  attributed  to  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases 
during  1938.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  .04  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  0.13  for  1937. 


The  principal  zymotic  diseases  are  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years)  . . . . 1 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . ■ — 

Fever  (Enteric,  Typhus,  Continued)  . . . . — 

Smallpox  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 


TABLE  4. 
Causes  of  Death 


All  Causes 

1 

.Male 
' U8 

I’emale 

157 

I Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

2 Measles 

— 

— 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 Influenza 

— 

1 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

.8 

4 

lo  Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

II  Syphilis  ...  . 

— 

12  G.  P.  I.,  tabes,  etc.  ... 

I — 

— 

13  Cancer 

19 

25 

14  Diabetes 

8 

8 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

11 

14 

16  Heart  disease 

4(i 

48 

17  Aneurysm 

0 

— 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

8 

21 

19  Bronchitis 

8 

2 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms ) 

10 

4 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

1 

1 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

•) 

— 

23  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

24  Appendicitis  ...  ...  ... 

8 

0 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ' 

* — 

1 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

■> 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

0 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

4 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  etc. 

8 

8 

32  Senility 

— 

— 

33  Suicide 

2 

1 

34  Other  Violence 

5 

8 

35  Other  defined  Diseases 

^ 18 

15 

36  Ill-defined  or  not  known 

1 

— 

Diarrhoea,  2 years  and  over... 

! — 

TABLE  5. 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
DEATH  RATES,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1938. 


England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


148  Smaller  Towns 

London 

England 

126  County  Boroughs 

(Resident  Populations 

Adminis- 

and 

and  Great  Towns, 

25,000  to  50,000  at 

trative 

Wales. 

including  London. 

1931  Census.) 

County. 

Rates  per 

1 ,000  Population. 

Births  : 

Live  . . . . 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

Still  . . 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

1 0.48 

1 

Deaths  : 

! 

1 

All  causes 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

Typhoid  and 

Para-  Typhoid 

Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

! — 

Measles . . 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

i 0.06 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

! 0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

1 0.05 

Influenza 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

1 2.05 

Diphtheria 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

Pneumonia 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age 

53 

57 

51 

57 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

Maternal 

Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.891 

Others  . . 

2.19  y 

Not  available. 

Total 

3.08J 

Rates  per  1,030  Total  Births  (l.e..  Live  and  Still). 

Maternal 

Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.861 

Others  . . 

2.11 

Not  available. 

Total 

2.97J 

Notifications  ; 

Puerperal  Fever 

: 14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

1 3.53 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 15.46 
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TABLE  6. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1938.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  AND  AGES 

AT  DEATH. 


1 Cause. 

Age  in 

Weeks 

1 

Total 

under 

1 

Age  in  Months. 

0-1 

1-2 

3-4 

1 

Month. 

1-2 

2-3 

3-6 

6-9  9-12 

1 Marasmus 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 1 

1 Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

! 

— 

— — 1 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

] — 

— 

: — 

1 - , 1 

Prematurity 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 _ 

1 - 1 

Congenital 

Defects 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

|-  - ^ ^ 

Asphyxia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

' — - 1 

TABLE  7. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AND  WARD 
DISTRIBUTION. 


Ward. 

1 

Maras- 

mus, 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia. 

Enteritis. 

Pre: 

maturity. 

Congenital 

Defects. 

Asphyxia. 

Total. 

Central 

— 







— 

— 

— 

Egerton  Park 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Old  Town . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 1 

1 

4 

Sackville  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

St.  Mark’s. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

20 
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Number  of 
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Ward. 

Central  . . 

Egerton  Park 

Old  Town 

Sackvllle  . . 

St.  Mark’s 

TABLE  10. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 


(1)  The  personnel  of  the  Medical,  Nursing,  and  Sanitary  Staff  of 
the  Borough  is  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  for  the 
Authority  at  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London,  and  at  the  Royal 
East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  dealt  with  in 

1938  : 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Paratyphoid  B — Widal . . 

Faeces 

Urine 

Miscellaneous  examinations  . . 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis 
Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  for  Meningococcus 

Total 


Number  Result  : 

Examined.  Positive.  Negative. 

277  7 270 

I - 1 

1 1 - 

I - 1 

13  5 8 

9-9 
6-6 

308  13  295 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(i)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : 

During  the  year  under  consideration,  the  Corporation  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  Bexhill  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
whereby  the  Corporation  have  the  sole  use  of  one  of  the  Association’s 
ambulances.  This  arrangement  has  met  the  requirements  of  the  Borough 
and  was  necessitated  by  it  being  considered  that  the  condition  of  the  existing 
Corporation  ambulance  was  no  longer  satisfactory.  It  was  felt  undesirable 
to  purchase  another  ambulance  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  an  early  agreement 
being  reached  with  an  adjoining  County  Borough  for  the  reception  of  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  in  which  ambulance  facilities  will  be  provided. 
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(z)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  : 

Two  excellent  Motor  Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  Bexhill 
Ambulance  Brigade,  which  is  a voluntary  Association.  The  service  is  run 
independently  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  under  the  control  of  a 
Transport  Officer  and  is  adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  Borough. 

The  ambulances^  conveyed  371  patients  to  hospitals  at  Bexhill, 
Hastings,  etc.,  during  1938. 

The  Borough  Council  make  an  annual  grant  of  ^50  to  the  Brigade 
which  is  carrying  out  a valuable  service  to  the  town. 

(c)  Home  Nursing. 

The  Bexhill  Nursing  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions and  maintains  four  district  nurses  who  attend  non-infectious  cases 
in  their  homes.  During  1938,  the  following  number  of  cases  were  attended  : 

Maternity  and  Midwifery,  158  ; General  Cases,  266  ; while  the  visits 
paid  were  : 

Maternity  and  Midwifery,  3,155  ; General  Nursing,  6,692  ; and 
Casual  Visits,  181. 

The  Bexhill  Corporation  make  an  annual  grant  of  ;£ioo  towards  the 
Association. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  School  Clinic,  London  Road  : For  treatment  of  minor  ailments, 
nose  and  throat  defects,  eye  defects,  etc.  Minor  ailments  are  treated  daily 
from  9 to  10  a.m.  Other  defects  are  treated  by  appointment. 

(2)  School  Dental  Clinic,  London  Road  ; Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday,  9.15  a.m.  to  12.15  p.m. 

(3)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  London  Road  : Thursday 
and  Friday  at  2.30  p.m. 

(4)  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  London  Road  : Second  and  fourth  Tuesdays 
of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

(5)  Dental  Clinic  for  Mothers  and  Toddlers  : First  Thursday  in  the 
month  at  10  a.m. 
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(6)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  London  Road  : Wednesday  at  10.30 

a.m. 

(7)  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  : 
Alternate  Wednesdays  at  12  noon. 

(8)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  : 

Males  : Monday,  12  noon  to  i p.m.,  by  appointment. 
Tuesday,  4.30  to  6.30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  4.30  to  7 p.m. 

Saturday,  ii  a.m.  to  i p.m. 

Females  and  Children  : 

Tuesday,  4.30  to  6.30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  4.30  to  7 p.m. 

Thursday,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Saturday,  ii  a.m.  to  i p.m. 

The  Clinic,  London  Road,  provides  accommodation  for  Minor 
Ailment,  School  Dental,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal 
Clinics,  Dental  Clinics  for  Mothers  and  Toddlers,  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary, together  with  a lecture  hall  and  the  offices  of  the  Bexhill  Nursing 
Association. 

(i)  and  (2)  are  provided  by  the  Bexhill  Corporation. 

(3),  (4),  and  (5)  are  provided  by  the  Bexhill  Nursing  Association, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

(6)  and  (8)  are  provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

(7)  is  provided  at  the  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  with  a scale  of 
charges  for  treatment. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

Provided  by  the  Council. 

The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Clinch  Green  : for  Infectious 
Diseases  other  than  Smallpox.  Fifteen  beds  (on  144  sq.  ft.  per  patient  basis). 

Resident  Staff  : Matron  and  two  Nursing  staff'. 

Admissions  and  discharges  are  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  but  patients  are  treated  by  their  own  medical  practitioners. 
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In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  63  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1929,  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  County  Borough  of  Hastings,  for  the  reception  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Bexhill  is  receiving 
the  consideration  of  the  respective  Councils. 

Number  of  Beds  Retained  by  the  Council  in  Outside  Hospitals. 

Brede  Smallpox  Hospital  : The  Bexhill  Corporation  has  made 
arrangements  with  the  County  Borough  of  Hastings  for  the  admission  of 
cases  of  Smallpox,  and  four  beds  are  retained  for  this  purpose.  No  cases 
were  admitted  from  the  Borough  during  1938. 

Other  Hospitals. 

Bexhill  General  Hospital  (Voluntary)  : Mr.  P.  E.  Windo,  Secretary 
of  the  Hospital,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  data  : 


Number  of  patients  treated  during  1938 
In-patients.. 

Average  length  of  stay  of  each  patient 
Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied 
Operations  ; 

Major 
Minor 

Out-patients  : 

Aural  Dept. 

Casualty  Dept.  : 

Emergencies  . . 

Miscellaneous 

Dental  Dept. 

Dermatological  Dept. 

Massage  and  Electrical  Dept. 

Medical  Out-patients  . . 

Ophthalmic  Dept. 

X-Ray  Dept.  . . . . 

Total 

Out-patient  attendances 


,072 

17.7  days 
52.1 


323 

682 


274 

822 

Patients. 

320 


1,005 

54 

27 

187 

2 

93 

740 

2,428 

2,986 
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“ The  new  Out-patient  Department  was  opened  in  July,  and  the 
above  figures  serve  to  prove  the  value  to  the  town  of  this  extension  to  the 
Hospital  service.  The  Department  comprises  of  the  following  : 

{a)  Casualty  Department  : 

A distinct  unit,  but  included  in  the  building,  and  consists  of  an 
operating  theatre,  sterilising  room,  surgery,  and  recovery  room. 

(b)  Massage  and  Electrical  Department  : 

Equipped  for  the  giving  of  all  modern  methods  of  treatment,  and  is 
one  of  the  special  features  of  the  Department,  including  rooms  for  electrical 
and  sunlight  treatment  and  a gymnasium. 

(c)  X-Ray  Department  : 

This  has  been  transferred  from  the  main  building  into  more  spacious 
accommodation,  and  the  additional  facilities  provide  for  more  efficient 
working. 

In  addition  there  is  an  Ophthalmic  Department,  together  with 
departments  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat. 

The  Out-patient  Department  is  connected  to  the  main  building  by 
means  of  a corridor.” 

Mortuary. 

The  Mortuary  is  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  Bexhill  Hospital  and 
is  maintained  by  the  Corporation.  During  the  year  painting  of  the  exterior 
was  carried  out.  The  premises  are  in  a very  satisfactory  condition  both 
internally  and  externally. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

1 . The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  in  the  Borough  is 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Bexhill  Nursing  Association  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

The  staff  consists  of  four  certified  midwives,  one  of  whom  devotes 
her  time  entirely  to  maternity  work  whilst  the  others  devote  their  time 
between  midwifery  and  infant  health  visiting. 

Two  part-time  Medical  Officers  attend  the  ante-natal  and  maternity 
and  child  welfare  clinics. 
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Midwives. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  made  for  the  provision 
and  supervision  of  the  Midwives  under  the  Midwives’  Acts  from  those 
outlined  in  my  report  for  last  year.  The  number  of  midwives  practising 
within  the  Borough  on  the  31st  December,  1938,  was  9. 

An  agreement  is  in  operation  between  the  East  Sussex  County  Council 
and  the  Bexhill  District  Nursing  Association  to  ensure  the  provision  of  an 
adequate  midwifery  service  for  the  district,  whereby  the  County  Council 
make  a grant  to  the  Association  in  respect  of  one  wholetime  and  three  part- 
time  midwives.  In  addition,  the  Association’s  nurses  undertake  domiciliary 
midwifery  and  maternity  nursing  work  and  infant  health  visiting  in  the 
Borough. 

The  County  Council  have  not  appointed  any  Municipal  Midwives. 


TABLE  13. 

Attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante-natal,  and 

Dental  Clinics  : 


I.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  : 

1937 

1938 

(1)  Mothers  : 

Number  attending 

331 

391 

Number  of  attendances  . . 

3,039 

5,046 

(2)  Children  : 

(a)  Number  who  attended  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance  were  : 

(1)  Under  one  year  , . 

150 

175 

(11)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

43 

41 

(b)  Percentage  of  notified  births  represented  by  the 
number  m 2 (a)  (i) 

62.2 

66.3 

(c)  Number  of  attendances  by  children  ; 

(1)  Under  one  year 

1,897 

2,636 

(11)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 

2,387 

3,646 
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2.  Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 


Number  of  Expectant  Mothers  attending 

93 

109 

Number  of  attendances  by  Expectant  Mothers 

155 

167 

3.  Dental  Clinic  : 

Number  of  attendances  by  Mothers 

143 

95 

Number  of  attendances  by  Infants 

24 

26 

2.  Hospital  Treatment. 

Under  the  East  Sussex  County  Council,  Maternity  Hospital  treatment 
is  provided  at  the  Hastings  Municipal  Hospital,  the  Battle  Institution,  and 
the  Fernbank  Maternity  Home,  Hastings,  to  which  cases  where  difficulties 
arise  in  connection  with  labour  may  be  sent  or  where  it  is  considered  desirable 
that  on  account  of  unfavourable  home  conditions  the  confinement  should 
take  place  in  hospital. 

Arrangements  exist  whereby  patients  sufi'ering  from  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  and  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  either  the  Royal 
East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings,  or  the  blastings  Municipal  Hospital. 

The  negotiations  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  report  for  last 
year  between  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  and  the  Bexhill  General 
Hospital  Board  of  Management  for  the  provision  of  a 1 2-bed  Maternity 
Block  at  the  Bexhill  Hospital  are  still  in  progress. 

No  children’s  hospital  is  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Borough 
Council.  Elementary  school  children  requiring  operative  treatment  for 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  are  admitted  to  the  Bexhill  General  Hospital  under 
the  Local  Education  Authority’s  Scheme.  Children  with  crippling  or  postural 
defects  attend  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  the  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital, 
Hastings. 

3.  Health  Visitors. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Nurses,  acting  as  Health  Visitors,  visit 
every  notified  birth  and  the  children  are  kept  under  observation  until  they 
reach  school  age.  Similarly,  those  children  whose  progress  is  unsatisfactory 
and  who  are  not  under  a private  practitioner’s  care  are  referred  by  the  Health 
Visitors  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for  medical  examination. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors 


during  the  year  : 


1937 

1938 

To  Expectant  Mothers  : 

(a)  First  visits 

145 

160 

(6)  Subsequent  visits 

213 

365 

To  Infants  under  one  year  : 

(a)  First  visits 

1,169 

269 

(6)  Total  visits 

1,169 

1,356 

To  Children  aged  1 to  5 years 

1,305 

1,228 

Total  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  . . 

. . 2,496 

2,584 

4.  Infant  Life  Protection. 

The  provisions  of  Part  V of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
1932,  are  carried  out  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

5.  Arrangements  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic,  etc.,  cases. 

Orthopedic  treatment  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  is  provided 
by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  at  the  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital, 
Hastings,  where  short-stay  cases  are  also  treated.  Long-stay  cases  are  treated 
at  the  Heritage  Hospital,  Chailey. 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  at 
the  Clinic,  London  Road. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  local  Supervising  Authority 
under  Part  VI  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  particulars  with  reference  to  the  Homes  in  Bexhill 
have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Total  number  of  homes  registered  m the  Borough  ..  ..  ..  18 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  during  1938  . . . . . . 3 

Homes  registered  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Nursing  homes  closed  down  during  the  year  by  the  owners  , . . . 4 
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HEALTH  PUBLICITY. 

National  Health  Campaign. 

In  conformity  with  the  programme  of  the  National  Health  Campaign 
to  encourage  the  wider  use  of  the  nation’s  health  services,  the  Council 
directed  special  efforts  during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1938, 
towards  increasing  the  knowledge  of  the  public  in  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical,  Tuberculosis  and  Social  Hygiene  services. 

During  January,  the  Council  arranged  for  the  display  of  posters  on 
bill-posting  sites,  in  classrooms,  clinics,  and  other  municipal  premises.  In 
addition,  book-markers  and  folders  on  which  the  public  were  informed  that 
further  information  with  regard  to  the  school  medical  service  could  be 
obtained  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall,  were  distributed  at 
libraries,  schools,  clinics,  and  on  the  counters  of  the  various  Corporation 
Departments.  Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  children  of  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools  to  attend  performances  at  a local  cinema  at  which  the  films 
“ The  Health  of  a Nation  ” and  “ One  Hundred  Years  ” were  shown  ; 
approximately  nine  hundred  children  attended  these  films. 

During  the  month  of  February,  attention  was  focussed  on  the  Tuber- 
culosis and  Social  Hygiene  Services  and  in  this  connection  suitable  posters 
were  displayed,  and  folders  and  book-markers  were  distributed. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply. 

Under  the  Bexhill  Corporation  Act,  1925,  the  control  of  the  water 
supply  within  the  Borough  is  delegated  to  the  Borough  Council. 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  were  utilised  during  1938, 
but  the  laying  down  of  the  2,000  yards  of  lo-in.  trunk  main,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  my  report  for  last  year,  has  been  completed  and  the  main  is 
now  in  use.  In  addition,  the  new  pumping  stations  at  Sweet  Willow  Wood 
are  in  part  commission. 

With  regard  to  : 

(a)  Quality — the  water  is  of  excellent  quality  both  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.  An  analysis  of  samples  taken  during  1938  is  submitted 
under  a later  part  of  the  report. 

(b)  Quantity — the  supply  has  met  the  demands  of  those  parts  of  the 
Borough  which  are  on  a piped  supply  throughout  the  year,  and  there  has 
been  no  curtailment. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  a scheme  for  the  provision 
of  a piped  supply  in  one  of  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  Borough  in  which 
development  is  taking  place  and  in  which  the  present  supply  is  by  means  of 
wells. 

The  piped  supply  of  the  Borough  is  controlled  by  both  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination.  Samples  are  taken  from  various  parts  of  the 
Borough,  served  by  the  high-  and  low-level  zones,  and  are  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  every  month  and  for  chemical  analysis  every 
three  months.  The  samples  have  shown  a uniform  satisfactory  standard 
throughout  the  year  with  but  little  variation  from  month  to  month  and  as 
typical  examples  the  following  are  submitted  : 
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WATER  ANALYSIS, 


Copy  of  Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  on  20th  April, 

1938. 


1 . Low  Level 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance  . . 

Clear  and  Bright. 

Colour 

Normal. 

Odour 

. . Nil. 

Reaction  pH  . . 

Neutral  7.6. 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

0 6. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20’ 

. . 435. 

Total  Solids  180" 

. . 29.0. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

. . 3.8. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . . 

. . Nil. 

Nitrites 

Absent. 

Hardness — Permanent 

. . 0.5. 

Temporary 

..  10.0. 

Total 

..  10.5. 

Metals 

Absent. 

Free  Ammonia 

. . 0.0000. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

. . 0.0000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F. 

. . 0.005. 

Bacteriological  Results. 


o,  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.  : 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20° 

..  70. 

On  Agar  in  2 days  at  37° 

..  6. 

On  Agar  in  1 day  at  37° 

..1. 

Bacillus  Coli 

Absent  m 100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  (B.  Enteritidis  Sporo- 

genes)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Absent  in  100  c.c. 


Report. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal  colour.  The  water 
is  neutral  in  reaction,  of  moderate  hardness,  contains  no  excess  of  saline 
or  mineral  matter  in  solution,  no  metals  and  is  of  a high  degree  of  organic 
and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  therefore  considered  pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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Copy  of  Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  on  15th  December, 

1938. 

2.  High  Level. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance  . . 

Clear  and  Bright 

Colour 

Normal. 

Odour 

..  Nil. 

Reaction  pH  . . 

Neutral  7.8. 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

. . 0.66. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20° 

..  415. 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°  C. 

..  28.0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

..  3.4. 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  . . 

..  12.0. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

. . Nil. 

Nitrites 

. . Absent. 

Hardness — Permanent 

..  0.0. 

Temporary 

..  8.5. 

Total 

..  8.5. 

Metals — Iron 

..  0.010. 

Others  . . 

Absent. 

Free  Ammonia 

..  0.0000. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

. . 0.0000. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F. 

..  0.005. 

Bacteriological  Results. 


Number  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  : 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°  C. 

On  Agar  in  2 days  at  37°  C. 

On  Agar  in  1 day  at  37°  C. 

Bacillus  Coli 

Bacillus  Welchii  (B.  Enteritidis  Sporo- 
genes) 


8. 

1. 

Nil. 

Absent  in  100  c.c. 
Absent  in  100  c.c. 


Report. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright,  of  normal  colour,  neutral  in  reaction, 
and  free  from  metals,  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is 
of  very  moderate  hardness,  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  matter 
in  solution,  and  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is,  therefore,  considered  pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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The  average  quantity  of  water  used  daily  during  1938  in  the  water 
area  was  1,031,099  gallons.  It  represents  an  increase  of  41,845  gallons  per 
day  as  compared  with  1937.  The  average  consumption  per  head  per  diem 
in  the  water  area  for  1938  was  44.01  gallons,  as  follows  : for  trade  purposes, 
10.99  i domestic  purposes,  33.02. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  approximately  2,600  yards  of  sewers  were  constructed 
by  private  enterprise,  which  the  Council  will  be  recommended  to  declare 
public  sewers.  In  addition,  the  Corporation  have  assumed  control  of  the 
sewage  pumping  station  on  the  Downlands  Estate. 

A further  development  of  the  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  within 
the  Borough  has  taken  place  in  as  much  as  plans  of  sewerage  extensions  in 
connection  with  new  estate  lay-outs  submitted  for  approval  have,  in  practi- 
cally every  case,  shown  separate  provision  for  storm  and  foul  water. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  schemes  for  the  provision 
of  sewers  in  certain  parts  of  the  Borough  where  cesspool  drainage  is  at  present 
in  operation. 

The  service  now  in  operation  whereby  cesspools  are  emptied  by  the 
Corporation  emptying  machine,  on  the  payment  of  a charge  based  on  the 
number  of  times  the  cesspool  is  emptied  per  annum,  has  not  been  utilised 
to  any  appreciable  extent,  only  100  visits  being  paid  to  some  270  cesspools. 
It  appears  desirable  that  consideration  should  be  given  to  a scheme  for  the 
free  emptying  of  cesspools  in  certain  parts  of  the  Borough  as  a temporary 
expedient  until  such  time  as  a system  of  sewers  is  put  into  operation. 

The  disintegrator  plant  at  the  Galley  Hill  Outfall  has  given  satisfaction 
during  the  year.  The  Council,  however,  from  time  to  time  carry  out  experi- 
ments with  a view  to  equipping  the  plant  with  modern  appliances  to  secure 
its  most  satisfactory  operation. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  with  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Borough. 
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3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  existing  closet  accom- 
modation in  areas  formerly  rural  in  character  and  not  as  yet  served  by  sewers  : 

TABLE  14. 

Number  of  pail  closets  or  similar  type  receptacles  . . . . . . 103 

Number  of  cesspools  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  271 

Number  of  cesspools  fixed  during  1938  . , . . . . . . 12 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing, 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  for  the  removal 
and  disposal  of  house  refuse  from  those  described  in  my  report  for  last  year. 
The  supeiwision  of  such  work  being  under  the  control  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor. 

The  Corporation  Tip  at  St.  Mary’s  Lane,  situated  in  the  more  rural 
part  of  the  Borough,  is  in  a satisfactory  condition.  As  in  previous  years 
a certain  amount  of  salvage  work  has  been  possible,  clean  waste  paper  being 
separated  from  the  refuse  and  sold  to  paper  mills. 

The  system  of  street  cleansing  that  is  in  operation  throughout  the 
year  may  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory,  the  improved  type  of  covered 
street  orderly  truck  and  the  gully-emptying  machine  being  noteworthy 
factors  in  the  success  of  the  system. 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

During  1938,  6,315  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  nature  of  the  inspections,  together  with  the  list  of  notices  served  and 
the  results  of  such  notices,  are  included  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  which  appears  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  The  details  of  the  work 
done  in  connection  with  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  under  the  Rats  and 
Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  are  also  embodied  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 
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TABLE  15.  • 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

I.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of  : 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

26 

7 



Factories  without  mechanical  power 

30 

— 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engineering  construction,  but 
not  including  outworkers’  premises) 

25 

1 

— 

Total 

1 

81 

8 

— 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES' 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects  : 

Number  of 
Defects  in  respect 
of  which  prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  Cleanline§s  (S.l  ) 

8 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4  ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.)  : 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective. . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .. 

10 

7 

— 

— 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  administration  of  the  provisions  of  Section  lo,  Shops  Act, 
1934,  relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  for  the  health  of  the  workers 
employed  in  or  about  shops  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  and  this  was  with 
reference  to  alleged  lack  of  closet  accommodation  but,  on  inspection,  suitable 
facilities  were  found  to  be  available. 
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The  following  tabulated  list  indicates  the  nature  of  the  improvements 
carried  out  during  the  year  : 

Provision  of  heating  apparatus  . . . . . . 5 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  . . . . . . 5 

Improvements  to  closet  accommodation  . . . . 2 

The  plans  of  new  shop  premises  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  recommendations  are  made  with  regard  to  matters  contained 
in  Section  lo  of  the  Shops  Act  prior  to  final  approval  of  these  plans. 

With  regard  to  open-fronted  shops,  the  policy  of  dealing  with  every 
case  on  its  merits  without  laying  down  a definite  temperature  for  general 
application  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  Some  form  of  heating 
is  now  provided  in  every  open-fronted  shop  in  the  Borough. 

In  connection  with  Offices,  the  Public  Health  Act  imposes  duties 
on  Local  Authorities  in  relation  to  overcrowding,  cleanliness,  ventilation, 
and  closet  accommodation. 

During  the  year,  a list  of  Offices  in  the  Borough  was  drawn  up  and 
the  work  associated  with  the  setting  up  of  the  necessary  records  was  com- 
menced. 


(v)  Camping  Sites. 

The  following  information  is  submitted  in  tabular  form  : 


(1)  Number  of  sites  m the  area  which  were  used  for  camping  purposes 

during  1 938  . . 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  m respect  of  which  licences  have  been 

issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  m the  area  at  one 

time  during  the  summer  season,  1938 


21 

11 

950 


Under  Sections  268  and  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  a statutory 
duty  is  imposed  on  Local  Authorities  with  regard  to  nuisances  arising 
from,  and  the  control  of  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  126  inspections  were  made  to  tents,  vans,  and  sheds, 
and  no  nuisances  under  Section  268  of  the  Public  Health  Act  were  found  to 


exist. 
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In  connection  with  Section  269,  which  imposes  the  duty  of  control  of 
moveable  dwellings  by  the  issue  of  licences,  the  procedure  adopted  in  Bexhill 
has  been  as  follows  : 

Applicants  for  camping  site  licences  have  been  requested  to 
complete  a form  giving  particulars  with  regard  to  the  acreage  of  the 
land,  the  number  of  moveable  dwellings  to  be  stationed,  water  supply, 
and  proposed  method  of  disposal  of  sewage  and  refuse. 

On  receipt  of  the  completed  form,  an  inspection  of  the  site 
is  made  and  if  the  conditions  are  found  to  be  satisfactor}',  the  issue 
of  the  licence  is  recommended. 

During  the  year,  of  the  19  applications  for  the  use  of  land  for  moveable 
dwellings  received,  ii  licences  were  issued.  Other  sites  in  the  Borough, 
not  requiring  licences,  numbered  10  and  these  have  been  used  in  the  main 
by  youth  organisations  for  short  periods.  No  nuisances  were  found  to 
exist  on  inspection  of  these  sites,  and  the  camps  were  well  conducted. 

The  largest  number  of  persons  at  one  period  occupying  the  camping 
sites  of  the  Borough  occurred  during  August  and  totalled  approximately 
950.  This  relatively  large  number  of  people  who  enjoyed  this  healthy  form 
of  holiday  during  1938  may  be  regarded  as  indicative  of  the  success  that  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  National  Fitness  Campaign. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

During  1938,  five  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the  emission 
of  smoke.  In  all  but  two  instances  it  was  possible  to  remedy  the  conditions 
which  had  given  cause  for  complaint.  These  two  complaints  related  to 
a Gas  Works,  and  in  this  connection,  it  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
services  of  an  expert  to  ascertain  that  the  best  practical  means  are  being 
employed  for  reducing  the  emission  of  smoke  to  a minimum. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

(a)  Public  : 

The  Corporation  Open-Air  Swimming  Pool,  in  Egerton  Park,  is 
equipped  with  a modern  filtration  plant  which  provides  for  continuous 
filtration  combined  with  accurately-controlled  chlorination  with  a four-hour 
turn-over  period, 
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During  the  summer  season  (i.e.,  22nd  May  to  ist  October,  1938) 
the  total  number  of  bathers  was  16,757,  leaking  a daily  attendance  of  approxi- 
mately 126. 

The  following  procedure  is  adopted  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  : 

(1)  The  installation  of  a Filtration  Plant  Log  Sheet  on  which  is 

recorded  four-hourly  observations  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  free  chlorine,  alkalinity,  appearance,  temperature,  total 
number  of  bathers,  and  other  information  relative  to  the 
working  of  the  plant.  Copies  of  these  sheets  are  forwarded 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  each  week  for  examination. 

(2)  Samples  of  the  pool  water  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 

ment at  intervals  throughout  the  season  and  subjected  to 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

All  the  samples  of  the  pool  water  submitted  for  examination  were  of 
a very  satisfactory  nature  and  the  following  is  a report  on  the  last  sample 
of  the  season  taken  on  the  23rd  August,  1938  : 

“ This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal  colour.  The 
water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  saline  in  character,  contains  no  metals, 
and  no  excess  of  residual  of  free  chlorine. 

“ It  is  of  a high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity  and  is, 
therefore,  considered  suitable  and  safe  for  swimming  bath  purposes.” 

(b)  Privately  owned  : 

There  are  no  privately-owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the 
public  within  the  Borough. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(i)  The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  was  as 
follows  : 

Infested  Disinfested 

(a)  Council  houses  . . . . 4 (a)  Council  houses  . . . . 4 

(h)  Other  houses  . . . . 8 (b)  Other  houses  . . 8 


12 


12 
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(2)  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed  bugs 
have  shown  no  variation  from  those  described  in  detail  in  my  report  for  last 
year.  Liquid  and  gaseous  fumigants  have  been  used  in  all  instances,  the 
whole  house  being  dealt  with  unless  the  infestation  is  shown  to  be  confined 
to  one  room. 

With  regard  to  occupied  houses  found  to  be  infested,  the  procedure 
followed  has  been  for  arrangements  to  be  made  whereby  the  tenant  leaves 
the  house  at  8 a.m.  and  returns  at  6 p.m.  when  the  premises  are  handed  over. 

In  the  case  of  unoccupied  houses,  the  mouldings  and  skirtings  are 
removed  and  a blow  lamp  is  used,  followed  by  treatment  with  a sprav. 
The  house  or  room  is  then  sealed  up  and  treated  with  a gaseous  fumigant. 


(3)  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses  has  been  as 
follows  : 

(a)  An  inspection  of  the  premises  and  belongings  of  the  applicant  is 
carried  out. 

[h)  If  necessary,  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

(c)  A clearance  certificate  is  issued  by  the  Health  Department  to  the 
Housing  Committee. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


(5)  By  way  of  supervision  and  education  of  tenants  to  prevent  in- 
festation or  re-infestation  after  cleansing,  advice  is  given  by  members  of  the 
Sanitary  Staff  to  tenants  on  measures  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  an  infestation 
or  re-infestation,  subsequently  “ follow  up  ” visits  are  paid  to  the  house 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  to  see  that  the  advice  given  is 
being  followed. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  in 
the  Borough  remains  unchanged  from  that  outlined  in  my  report  for  last 
year. 

The  schools  in  Bexhill  are  supplied  from  the  Corporation  Water  Mains, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Sluice  School  at  Normans  Bay,  which  is  supplied 
with  water  from  a stand-pipe  under  an  arrangement  with  a water  company 
of  an  adjoining  County  Borough. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  fittings,  there  has  been  no  change  from 
that  outlined  in  my  report  for  1937. 

The  Local  Education  Committee  purchased  a site  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a certain  number  of  children  from  the  Down  Council  School. 
The  premises,  which  are  regarded  as  a temporary  expedient,  were 
redecorated  throughout  and  improvements  in  the  ventilation,  heating, 
and  sanitary  facilities  were  carried  out. 

The  general  position  with  regard  to  hygiene  will  be  greatly  improved 
on  the  completion  of  the  new  senior  school  which  will  have  accommodation 
for  approximately  800  children. 

The  recommendations  contained  in  the  Memorandum  on  Closure 
and  Exclusion  from  School,  1927,  with  regard  to  the  means  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  followed.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  close  any  school  during  1938  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
Infectious  Disease. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  undermentioned  trades  have,  as  a result  of  an  Order  made  by 
the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  been  declared  Offensive 
Trades  in  addition  to  those  set  out  in  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  : 

Tanner. 

Leather  Dresser. 

Fish  Frier. 

Nettlings  or  Chitterling  Boiler. 
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The  residential  character  of  Bexhill  is  fully  safeguarded  as  is  shown 
by  the  small  number  of  these  trades  in  the  Borough.  Only  four  fish  friers 
and  one  rag  and  bone  dealer  were  listed  in  the  Offensive  Trades  Register 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

No  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  any  of  the  above  trades 
during  the  year. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  within  the  Borough  with  reference  to 
houses  let  in  lodgings.  It  is  known  to  the  Department  that  there  are  a few 
houses  for  which  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  might  give  a measure  of  control. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  situated  w'ithin  the  Borough. 


THEATRES  AND  PLAGES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

During  the  year  1938,  27  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  theatres 
and  places  of  entertainment  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  sanitary  and 
hygienic  conditions,  and,  as  a result  of  these  inspections,  it  can  be  stated  that 
the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

No  complaints  were  received  by  the  department  during  the  year. 

Air-conditioning  plants  are  installed  in  two  places  of  entertainment 
and  the  results  of  observations  taken  with  the  Kata  Thermometer  indicate 
that  the  plants  are  operating  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  other  premises 
depend  on  natural  ventilation  supplemented  by  extractor  fans  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a satisfactory  state  of  ventilation. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; 

(а)  Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 

(б)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(ii)  By  private  or  commercial  enterprise  . . . . . Nil 

(c)  Without  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  • 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . , . . . . . Nil 

(ii)  By  private  or  commercial  enterprise  . . . . . . 265 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . 476 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  1,361 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . . 131 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 564 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 221 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  m consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . 203 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  1 0 and  1 6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1 936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  m respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . . . , . . , . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . , . . . . . , . . . . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  owners  . , . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  m default  of  owners  . . . . Nil 

(c)  Proceeding  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  m respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . , . , . . . . . . , . 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  m pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  m 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  m 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  . . . . 7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . , . . . . 7 

(ill)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . , . . . . . 56 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  . . 6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  m such  cases  . . . . 43 

(d)  Number  of  cases  m which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . . . . . . Nil 

(e)  Other  particulars  : 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  m houses  owned 

by  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  m non-Council 

houses  . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 3 

(ill)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  by  rehousing  m 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  by  voluntary 

removal  to  non-Council  houses  . , . . . . . . 3 

(v)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  by  reduction  m 

family 
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Slum  Clearance. 


The  scattered  nature  of  the  relatively  few  unfit  houses  in  Bexhill 
has  resulted  in  their  being  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses  rather  than 
by  clearance  or  improvement  area  schemes.  In  this  connection,  however, 
a small  group  of  houses  is  receiving  the  consideration  of  the  Department 
with  a view  to  using  Clearance  Order  procedure  during  1939. 

The  general  standard  of  working-class  houses  in  Bexhill  continues 
to  be  of  a very  satisfactory  nature. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  ii  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  three  official  representations  were  made  during  1938  with  regard  to 
the  under-mentioned  properties  : 

(1)  Mount  Pleasant  Farm,  Ninfield  Road. 

(2)  Dwelling  rear  of  62,  Barnhorn  Road. 

(3)  Home  at  Last,  Ninfield  Road. 

Mount  Pleasant  Farm,  Ninfield  Road. 

An  undertaking  was  received  from  the  owner  of  this  property  to 
render  the  premises  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 
The  undertaking  was  accepted  by  the  Local  Authority  and,  in  this  con- 
nection, the  work  of  reconditioning  the  house  has  been  commenced,  but 
there  are  still  a number  of  outstanding  items  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 


Dwelling  rear  of  62,  Barnhorn  Road. 

Subsequent  to  official  representation  of  the  above  property,  notice 
was  served  on  the  person  having  control  of  the  house.  A representative 
of  the  owner  appeared  before  the  Health  Committee,  but  no  undertaking 
as  to  the  future  user  of  the  premises  was  submitted  and  a Demolition  Order 
was  made  by  the  Council.  In  this  connection,  the  Council  have  been 
reluctantly  compelled  to  commence  proceedings  with  a view  to  the  ejectment 
of  the  tenants. 
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“Home  at  Last,”  Ninfield  Road. 

Following  official  representation  of  the  above  premises,  the  owner 
expressed  a desire  to  carry  out  the  very  considerable  amount  of  work  neces- 
sary to  render  the  premises  fit  for  human  habitation  and  submitted  an  under- 
taking to  this  effect.  The  Council  accepted  the  undertaking  and  the  work 
was  carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner,  the  cottage  now  conforming 
to  modern  housing  standards. 

Reconditioning. 

A total  of  13 1 houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations.  The  inspections  involved  a total  of  564  visits 
as  compared  with  195  in  the  previous  year. 

It  was  possible  to  render  221  dwelling  houses  fit  as  a result  of  informal 
action  during  the  year  under  review,  and  although  in  some  instances  authority 
to  use  statutory  powers  was  obtained  from  the  Council,  definite  use  of  such 
powers  was  not  found  necessary  in  any  instance  as  the  work  had  been  put 
in  hand. 

It  is  desirable  to  record  the  good  feeling  that  exists  between  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  owners  of  the  property,  without  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  amount  of  work  by  such  informal  action.  The  personal 
contact  between  the  Inspectors  and  property  owners  has  again  proved  of 
mutual  benefit. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

The  records  obtained  from  the  overcrowding  survey  and  the  sub- 
sequent measuring  of  the  houses  have  been  kept  up  to  date  as  a result  of 
frequent  inspections,  and  information  obtained  from  the  returns  of  births 
and  deaths  and  from  other  departments  as  to  transfers. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  while  there  were  10  cases  of  over- 
crowding at  the  end  of  the  year  1937,  there  were  only  seven  cases  at  the  end 
of  1938.  Three  new  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  due  mainly  to  increases 
in  the  ages  and  number  of  the  children.  Of  the  seven  cases  still  outstanding, 
four  occur  in  Council  houses  and  three  in  non-Council  houses. 

Although  the  amount  of  legal  overcrowding  may  be  considered  to  be 
low,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  some  social  overcrowding  in  rooms  and 
flats  in  which  young  families  are  living  under  conditions  which  are  not  in 
the  best  interest  of  their  health.  There  is  also  a need  for  the  provision  of 
houses  for  those  with  relatively  large  families. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  the  total  number  of  persons  and 
premises  that  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  at  the  conclusion  of  1938. 


Cowkeepers  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk  . . 13 

Cowkeepers  and  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  . . 8 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  . . , . . . . . 58 

Premises  as  Cowsheds  or  Dairies  . . . , , , 52 


A total  of  144  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  cow- 
sheds, dairies,  and  milkshops  during  1938.  There  are  approximately 
270  cows  kept  for  dairy  purposes,  and  these  are  inspected  under  Part  IV 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  East 
Sussex  County  Council. 

The  supervision  of  the  milk  supplies  includes  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  to  ascertain  that  the  milk  complies  with  certain 
standards  and  that  there  is  an  absence  of  contamination,  bacterial  or  other- 
wise. The  assumed  standard  for  milk  is  that  it  shall  contain  not  less  than 
3 per  cent,  fat  and  8.5  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids. 

The  satisfactory  methods  of  production  and  distribution  of  milk 
have  again  been  maintained  during  1938.  The  results  of  the  samples  taken 
during  the  year  are  evidence  of  the  desire  of  all  those  engaged  in  the  handling 
and  processing  of  milk  to  secure  for  the  public  a clean  and  wholesome 
article  of  diet.  Table  16  shows  the  results  of  the  systematic  sampling  of 
the  various  supplies  of  milk  together  with  the  area  of  production.  It  will 
be  noted  that  105  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  of  which  82  were 
considered  to  be  satisfactory  in  relation  to  the  particular  test  to  which  the 
sample  was  subjected.  Thirteen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bio- 
logical examination  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  and  in  all  instances 
negative  findings  were  recorded. 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 
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Non-Graded  Milk. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  basis  of  comparison  for  non-graded  milk 
has  been  the  standard  laid  down  for  Accredited  Milk.  This  standard  is  a 
high  one,  but,  nevertheless,  the  results,  as  shown  by  Table  i6,  indicate 
that  the  majority  of  the  producers  supplying  milk  to  the  Borough  were  able 
to  satisfy  this  high  standard. 

During  1938,  68  such  samples  were  submitted  and  compared  on 
the  above  basis,  of  which  51  satisfied  the  requirements  and  the  remaining 


17  failed  on  account  of  the  causes  set  hereunder  : 

Methylene  Blue  Test  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Coliform  Test  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Methylene  Blue  and  Coliform  Tests  . . . . 5 

Total  ..  ..  17 


From  the  above  results  it  would  appear  that  there  is  still  a need  for 
the  retention  of  the  Coliform  Test  in  the  routine  examination  of  milk,  and 
that  it  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  rely  solely  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
as  an  index  of  purity. 

The  relatively  large  number  of  unsatisfactory  examination  results 
for  Bexhill,  as  shown  by  Table  16,  is  due  to  the  practice  of  concentrating 
on  sources  from  which  unsatisfactory  reports  have  been  received  and  should 
in  no  way  be  considered  as  evidence  of  a low  standard  of  milk  production. 


Copies  of  the  reports  of  all  samples  of  milk  produced  outside  the 
Borough  are  forwarded  to  the  respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  Ex- 
cellent co-operation  exists  between  Officers  of  the  County  Council,  adjoining 
Local  Authorities,  and  those  of  this  Department  in  their  activities  for  the 
maintenance  of  a satisfactory  milk  supply. 


Graded  Milk. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year 
and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  : 

Producer’s  and  Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  mdk  as  Accredited 
Producer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Accredited 
Pasteuriser’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurised 
Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurised 
Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested 


under  the  Milk 


1 

5 


4 

3 
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Table  i6  shows  that  of  the  13  samples  of  Graded  Milk  submitted 
for  examination,  9 were  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory 
samples  related  to  premises  in  which  a Pasteurising  Plant  had  just  been 
installed  and  in  which  “ follow  up  ” samples  proved  satisfactory,  or,  to 
premises  where  a temporary  breakdown  in  the  plant  had  occurred  as  a result 
of  abnormal  weather  conditions. 

There  has  been  a wider  use  of  Pasteurised  Milk  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year.  In  this  connection,  the  Local  Education  Authority  decided  that 
only  Pasteurised  Milk  should  be  supplied  to  the  Elementary  School  Children 
under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.  In  addition,  it  has  been  possible  to 
grant  a licence  to  Pasteurise  milk  in  an  establishment  within  the  Borough* 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  a total  of  980  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors 
to  shops,  stalls,  vehicles,  and  other  premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared, 
or  stored.  The  hygienic  conditions  prevailing  were  considered  to  be  very 
satisfactory  and  no  action  with  regard  to  the  non-observance  of  the  Meat 
Regulations  was  found  necessary. 

Ten  licences  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  were  issued 
to  slaughterman,  of  which  8 were  renewals  and  2 primary  licences.  Prior 
to  the  issue  of  the  primary  licences,  the  applicants  demonstrated  their  ability 
to  carry  out  the  work  in  an  efficient  manner  and  proved  themselves  fit  and 
proper  persons  to  carry  out  the  work.  Efficient  stunning,  either  by  the 
captive  bolt  or  the  loose  bullet  type  of  pistol,  is  employed  prior  to  the  slaughter 
of  all  animals. 

There  is  no  Municipal  Abattoir  within  the  Borough,  and  of  the  three 
private  slaughterhouses,  two  are  licensed  and  one  one  registered,  the  latter 
being  but  little  used. 

The  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  in  the  more  rural  part  of  the  Borough, 
but  as  this  area  becomes  urbanised,  the  question  of  the  suitability  of  the  sites 
of  these  premises  may  need  consideration. 

The  negotiations  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  report  for  last 
year  for  either  the  enlargement  of  the  Freezeland  Lane  Slaughterhouse  or 
the  limiting  of  the  amount  of  slaughtering  to  be  carried  out  were  completed 
satisfactorily.  Better  facilities  for  inspection  are  now  available  and  although 
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there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  the  quality 
of  such  animals  showed  a very  definite  improvement,  the  total  weight  of 
meat  and  food  condemned  during  1938  being  6,081  lbs.  as  compared  with 
22,273  ^t)s.  for  the  previous  year. 

No  change  has  occurred  at  the  licensed  slaughterhouse  at  Cobbshill ; 
the  condition  of  the  premises  is  satisfactory  and  the  amount  of  slaughtering 
is  reasonable  having  regard  to  the  size  of  the  premises. 

Tables  17  and  18  show  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the 
details  of  meat  and  food  condemned  during  the  year  : 


TABLE  17. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows. 

1 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  1 

Number  inspected  j 

67 

Osl 

1 Csl 

! 

636 

1473 

2866 

.^LL  Diseases  Except  T.B 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

2 

— 

! 2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

1 

5 

— 

19 

33 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

1.5% 

31.8% 

_ 

1.4% 

1.3% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

i 

i 2 

— 

— 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

5 

5 

7 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

8.9% 

31.8% 

1.1% 

i 

3% 

TABLE  18. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND 

FOOD  CONDEMNED. 

Tuberculosis. 

Total 

Weight 

Bovines. 

lbs. 

m lbs. 

2 cows  and  all  offal 

955 

1 heifer  and  all  offal 

580 

Offal 

461 

1,996 

Calves. 

Offal 

50 

— 

50 

Pork 

1 0 pigs  and  all  offal 

1,139 

63  heads  and  tongues 

771 

Offal 

142 

2,052 

Miscellaneous. 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation — 1 cow  and  all  offal 

347 

Septic  Metritis — 1 cow  and  all  offal 

490 

Malignant  Neoplasms — 1 pig  and  all  offal 

60 

Septic  Peritonitis — 1 sow  and  all  offal 

250 

Jaundice — 1 pig  and  all  offal 

62 

General  Bruising — 1 sow  and  all  offal 

150 

1 lamb  and  all  offal 

37 

Insufficient  Bleeding — 1 sheep  and  all  offal 

48 

Uraemia — 1 pig  and  all  offal 

100 

Decomposed — 1 12  tins  of  fruit 

156 

Unclassified  Offal 

283 

1,983 

Summary. 

Tuberculosis  meat  . . 

4,098 

Other  diseased  or  unsound  food  . . 

1,983 

6,081 
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(c)  Adulteration. 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  administra- 
tion of  this  sub-section,  and  the  following  information  has  been  received 
from  that  Authority. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 

1928. 

.Article 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

No.  Genuine 

No.  Adulterated 

Formal  Informal 

Formal  Informal 

Formal  Informal 

Milk 

59  7 

53  2 

6 5 

Cream 

1 

— 1 

— — 

Butter 

~ 1 

1 

_ — 

Honey 

~ — 

--  — 

— — 

Demerara  Sugar  . . 

- 1 

- 1 

— — 

Any  deficiencies  in  the  adulterated  samples  were  not  sufficient  to 
justify  legal  proceedings,  but  the  vendor  in  each  case  was  cautioned. 

Artificial  Cre.\m  Act,  1929. 

One  sample  was  taken  under  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  and  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  He.-vlth  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations. 

Public  He.\lth  (Preservatives,  Etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927. 
Xo  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations. 


(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Chemical  examinations  of  food  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
Dr.  .S.  Allinson  Woodhead,  F.I.C.,  while  bacteriological  examina- 
tions are  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  East  Sussex  County  Mental  Hospital, 
Hellingly. 
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(e)  Nutrition. 

Lectures  have  been  given  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
with  a view  to  increasing  the  knowledge  of  the  public  on  the  importance  of 
nutrition  and  of  mothercraft  in  general. 

In  addition,  through  the  National  Health  Campaign,  leaflets  and 
folders  were  distributed  and  posters  exhibited  throughout  the  clinics  and 
schools. 

(f)  Shellfish  (Molluscan). 

(i)  There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  laying  in  the  district. 

(ii)  Shell-fish  (molluscan)  marketed  in  the  district  are  obtained 
from  Whitstable,  Ilelford  River  beds,  or  from  a distributive  centre  at  Billings- 
gate, I.ondon. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 

During  the  summer  months,  33  inspections  were  carried  out  at 
premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  and/or  retailed  in  Bexhill. 

The  details  with  regard  to  the  site  of  the  premises,  occupier,  nature 
of  trade,  together  with  a statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  premises, 
have  been  recorded  in  the  register  kept  for  the  purpose. 

All  the  premises  comply  with  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Council, 
such  standard  being  the  same  as  that  required  for  a dairy  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order. 

The  Health  Department  has  had  the  co-operation  of  those  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  and  retail  of  Ice  Cream  in  securing  for  the  public  an 
article  of  food  produced  and  distributed  in  a hygienic  manner. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and  premises  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 


Manufacturers  and  retaders  of  Ice  Cream 
Retaders  of  Loose  Ice  Cream 
Retailers  of  Wrapped  Ices 


18 

9 

35 


Total 


62 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Bexhill  : 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup). 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid). 

Acute  Primary  and  Inffuenzal  Pneumonia. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Dysentery. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Erysipelas. 

Malaria. 

Cholera. 

Plague. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

Table  19  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year, 
the  total  number  of  deaths,  and  the  numbers  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Table  20  gives  the  age  distribution  of  the  cases  notified. 
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General  Observations. 

The  year  1938  had  the  following  features  with  regard  to  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  within  the  Borough  : 

Firstly,  a reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified, 
secondly,  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Pneumonia,  and  thirdly,  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  ; this  increase  being  the  result  of  an 
outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  a Convalescent  Home  in  children  who  do  not 
normally  reside  in  Bexhill.  Arrangements  have  since  been  made  for  the 
testing  and  immunising  of  such  children  prior  to  admission  to  the  Home  in 
Bexhill. 

In  connection  with  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  immunisation 
of  children  in  the  Borough  against  Diphtheria  whereby  the  Corporation 
supply  the  immunising  material  free  of  charge  in  necessitous  cases,  it  is  very 
desirable  that  a much  greater  use  of  this  facility  be  made  at  the  present 
time,  when  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  is  low  in  the  Borough,  and  not  to 
wait  until  the  disease  is  more  prevalent. 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenua- 
tion, a scheme  is  now  in  operation  whereby  adult  measles  serum  is  available 
for  the  protection  against,  or  for  the  attenuation  of,  an  attack  of  measles. 


Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  1938. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  the  Local 
Authority  retaining  four  beds  at  the  Brede  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital. 


Vaccination. 

During  1938,  103  certificates  and  copies  of  certificates  of  successful 
primary  vaccinations  of  children  under  14  years  of  age  were  received  by  the 
Vaccination  Officer,  and  the  total  number  of  statutory  declarations  of  con- 
scientious objection,  irrespective  of  the  dates  of  birth  of  the  children,  received 
by  the  Vaccination  Officer  was  143. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1938,  there  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in  the  incidence 
of  Scarlet  Fever  as  compared  with  the  year  1937  ; the  number  of  cases 
notified  to  the  Department  being  14  and  34  respectively.  Twelve  of  the 
14  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Bexhill  Isolation  Hospital.  No  deaths  from 
this  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred 
during  the  months  of  June  and  September,  as  compared  with  November  for 
the  previous  year. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  age  distribution  of  all  cases,  and 
shows  little  change  from  that  of  last  year  : 


Age. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths.  Case  Mortality. 

Under  5 years  . . 

4 

— — 

Five  to  1 5 years  . . 

8 

— ~ 

Over  1 5 years 

2 

— . — 

Cases  are  discharged  from  hospital  if  clear,  i.e.,  free  from  complica- 
tions, discharges,  blemishes,  etc.,  at  the  end  of  28  days.  The  average 
duration  of  stay,  however,  for  1938  was  32  days.  Scarlet  Fever  Anti-Toxin 
is  available  for  use  in  serious  and  septic  cases. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  26  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Borough, 
as  compared  with  14  cases  during  1937.  All  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospital  and  in  one  instance,  in  a child  who  normally  resides  outside  the 
Borough,  the  disease  proved  fatal. 

The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  was  due,  as  stated  else- 
where, to  a small  outbreak,  which  was  spread  over  the  latter  three  months  of 
the  year,  that  occurred  in  a Children’s  Convalescent  Home. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  types  of  notified  cases  : 


Anterior- 

Nasal. 

Laryngeal. 

Faucial. 

Naso- 

Pharyngeal. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

2 

3 

15 

6 

— 

d’he  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  month  of  October, 
as  compared  with  February  of  last  year. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  age  distribution  of  all  cases  : 

Age.  No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Deaths.  Case  Mortalify. 

Under  5 years  ....  7 1 14-3% 

Five  to  15  years  . . 14  — — 

Over  1 5 years  ....  5 — — 


Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  available  for  Medical  Practitioners  at  the 
office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Police  Station,  Cantelupe  Road, 
or  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  The  use  of  this  service  continues  to 
increase. 


Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were 
notified  during  1938,  showing  an  increase  of  13  as  compared  with  1937. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  this  disease  was  14. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year,  the 
patient  being  an  infant  of  1 1 months  who  was  discharged  after  one  month  in 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Notification  of  one  case  of  this  disease  was  received  during  the  year, 
the  patient  being  a female  aged  17  years.  After  a protracted  stay  in  Isolation 
Hospital,  the  patient  was  transferred  to  the  Hastings  Municipal  Hospital. 

Dysentery. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year,  neither  of  which  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Only  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  three  cases  during  1937,  this  occurred  in  a Nursing  Home. 
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Erysipelas. 

Eleven  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  during  1938,  as  compared 
with  only  four  for  the  previous  year,  seven  of  which  being  females.  Of 
the  II  cases,  six  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the  majority  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  people  of  the  last  two  age  groups,  i.e.,  45  years  and  over. 

Malaria. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Undulant  Fever. 

During  the  year  only  one  case  of  Undulant  Fever  was  notified,  the 
patient  being  a female,  aged  50  years.  Investigations  were  undertaken, 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 


TABLE  19. 

Showing  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases  admitted  to  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  the  total  deaths. 


Disease. 

Notifications 

Received. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

i 

Deaths 

(Residents  only). 

i 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

12 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

26 

26 

— 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Pneumonia  . . 

19 

— 

14 

Cerebro-Sninal  Fever 

1 

1 

(all  forms) 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

11 

6 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

I 

— 

— 

Observation  Cases  . , 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

76 

47 

14 

TABLE  20. 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1938. 
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CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  Cancer  was  44,  19 
males  and  25  females  as  compared  with  46,  20  males  and  26  females  for  1937. 
The  following  Table  shows  the  age  at  death  and  the  localisation  of  the 
disease.  From  it  will  be  noted  that  27,  or  61%,  were  over  the  age  of 
65  years. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  was  1.9. 


TABLE  2!. 


Localisation, 

Under 

1. 

1- 

5. 

5- 

10. 

10- 

i^; 

15- 

23. 

25- 

35. 

35-  1 
45. 

“ — ^ i 

45-  i 55- 
55.  65. 

Over 

65. 

Total. 

Colon . . 

1 1 

2 

4 

Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 j 

- ! 1 

2 

4 

Lung 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

3 

Breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 1 

1 

4 

Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 1 

2 i 

4 

Liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 i 

5 

Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

Bladder 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

2 

Oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

Rectum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

; — 

— 

— 

• — 1 — 

1 

1 

Pancreas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 1 

2 

3 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 ~ 

2 

— 1 1 

1 

12 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

! 4 8 

i 27 

44 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

The  work  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  dealing 
with  the  prevention  of  blindness,  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  is  carried  out  by  the  East  Sussex 
County  Council. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence. 

During  the  year  1938,  formal  notifications  under  the  Regulations 
were  received  in  respect  of  22  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  8 cases  of  Non- 
Ifijlrnonary  'Puberculosis  as  compared  with  22  and  9 respectively  for  the 
previous  year. 
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In  addition,  seven  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
from  the  undermentioned  sources  : 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

Death  Returns  of  cases  not  previously 

notified  . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Posthumous  Notifications  ....  — — 

Transfers  from  other  areas  ....  3 1 

Notifications  of  admission  and  discharge 
to  and  from  a hospital  outside  the  Borough 

of  a case  not  previously  notified  . . 1 — 

Cases  notified  within  the  Borough  come  under  the  control  of  the  East 
Sussex  County  Council.  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Dispensary- 
in  London  Road. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  visit  every  case  notified,  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  premises,  and  carry  out  the  necessary  disinfection. 

Official  notification  of  this  disease  is  fairly  good. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  coming  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  either  by  primary  notification  or  otherwise,  during 
the  year,  together  with  the  total  number  of  deaths  classified  into  age  groups  : 


TABLE  22. 

Showing  New  Cases  and  Total  Deaths. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 
5-15 
15-25 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

25-35 

4 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

-- 

1 

Totals 

15 

11 

7 

4 

3 

4 

1 

1 
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Percentage  of  non-notified  deaths  to  total  deaths,  22.2%. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 


Pulmonary.. 

..  .29 

Non-Pulmonary  . . 

..  .09 

All  forms 

..  .38 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

remaining  on 

the  Register  at 

the  end  of  1938  was  as  follows  : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

, 27 

39 

66 

Non-Pulmonary 

. 9 

12 

21 

36 

51 

87 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  by  the  School  Nurse,  Head  Teachers  and  School  Atten- 
dance Officer.  There  were  during  1938,  12  cases  of  Measles,  2 of 

Whooping  Cough,  2 of  Mumps  and  182  of  Chickenpox. 

Pamphlets  on  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  distributed  in  the 
homes  of  affected  families.  The  School  Nurse  visits  all  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  occurring  in  school  children,  and  where  a doctor  is  not 
in  attendance,  advice  as  to  isolation  of  patient  and  contacts  is  given. 
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Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  as  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  district  has  been  inspected  and  the  necessar}* 
action  taken  to  deal  with  any  nuisances  or  defaults  discovered.  A point  of 
interest  is  the  large  increase  in  the  visits  paid  under  the  heading  of  moveable 
dwellings,  due  mainly  to  the  increase  of  camping  under  licensed  conditions. 

While  much  of  the  work  done  cannot  be  tabulated  or  the  value  assessed  by 
a number  of  visits,  the  following  table  indicates  broadly  the  scope  and  extent 
of  the  duties  performed  during  the  year  : 

TABLE  23. 


Dwelling-houses  inspected  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476 

Visits  re  above  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,31 6 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Water  supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243 

Smoke  abatement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

Stables  and  piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Offensive  trades  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Factories,  workshops,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Shops  . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Public  conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  281 

Theatres  and  cinemas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Rats  and  mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . ...  . . . . . . . . 314 

Foodshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457 

Cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Ice  cream  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Milk  sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Infectious  disease  and  disinfection. . . . . . . . . . . . 475 

Disinfestation  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . 279 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 

Re-visits  to  work  m progress  . . . . . . . , . . . . 669 

Miscellaneous  visits  , . , . , , . . . . . . . . 592 


6,315 
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COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year  197  complaints  were  received  and  in  163  cases  it 
was  possible  to  take  remedial  action. 

In  all  cases  investigations  were  made  as  early  as  possible  and  where 
the  Council  possessed  powers  to  intervene,  immediate  steps  were  taken  to 
remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

The  number  and  nature  of  the  complaints  varied  but  slightly  from  the 
previous  year  and  in  nearly  all  cases  an  informal  letter  drawing  attention  to 
the  nuisance  was  sufficient  to  effect  abatement. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  nature  of  the  complaints  received  ; 

TABLE  24. 


Condition  of  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Dampness,  defective  roofs,  gutters,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Defective  stoves  and  coppers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Overcrowding 

Absence  of  sanitary  dustbin  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Verminous  premises. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Rats  and  mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Condition  of  waste  land  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Offensive  odours  from  sewers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Accumulations  of  refuse,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Burning  of  refuse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Nuisance  from  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 5 

Drains  and  sanitary  fittings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NOTICES. 

In  dealing  with  certificates  under  the  Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  it  is 
the  practice  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  to  make  enquiries  as  to  any 
outstanding  sanitary  notices  ; during  the  year  approximately  499  enquiries 
were  dealt  with.  In  this  way  it  is  possible  on  change  of  ownership  to  com- 
plete any  outstanding  schedules  of  repair  work. 
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No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  although  authority  to  seree 
statutory  notices  was  sought  on  3 occasions,  in  every  case  the  work  was 
completed  prior  to  service  of  the  notice. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  and  notices  served, 
together  with  the  results  : 


TABLE  25. 


1 

Number 

Number  j 

Subject  of  Notice. 

Contraventions  of  : 

Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Outstanding  j 
at  end  of  Year,  jj 

s 

1 Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  62 

11 

12 

1 

1 Meat  Regulations,  1924 

j — 

1 3 

- j 

1 Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

' — 

I 2 

- 

1 Factories  Act,  1937 

8 

5 

3 

1 Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1 Cl  9 

8 

8 

— 1 

1 Shops  Act,  1934,  Section  10  .. 

1 Dampness  arising  from  : 

1 11 

10 

' \ 

1 Defective  roofs  . . 

8 

10 

1 Defective  eaves  gutters 

! 3 

4 

1 I 

1 Defective  rainwater  pipes 

I 2 

2 

— i 

1 Defective  external  pointing  . . 

19 

23 

3 i 

1 Other  causes 

19 

24 

— s 

1 Absence  of  ventilated  foodstore  . . 

6 

6 

— 1 

1 Defective  floors 

1 4 

4 

— 1 

1 Defective  doors,  cupboards,  etc.  . . 

1 2 

4 

— 1 

1 Defective  internal  plaster  work 

1 Defective  window  frames,  sash 

; 24 

23 

2 

1 cords,  etc. 

14 

16 

2 

1 Defective  fireplaces,  oven,  etc. 

8 

9 

1 1 

1 Defective  chimney  flues 

1 

— 

1 Defective  yard  paving 

4 

9 

— 

1 Defective  wash-boilers 

4 

4 

— 

1 Absence  of  proper  sink 

3 

3 

1 

1 Defective  sink  wastepipe  . . 

8 

7 

1 

1 Dirty  condition  of  rooms  or  premises 

9 

8 

2 

1 Sanitary  dustbins  required  . . . . 

80 

90 

— 

1 Defective  water  closets  . . . . . . 

3 

3 

1 

1 Insufficient  flush  to  water  closets  . . . . 

2 

2 

1 Choked  drains  . . . . . . . . 

3 

6 



1 Defective  drains  . . . . . . . . 

17 

17 

1 

1 Defective  gullies  and  cement  cishlngs 

17 

16 

] 

1 Defective  soilpipes  . . . . . . 

6 

6 

— 

1 Keeping  of  animals,  etc. 

1 

1 

— 

1 Ditches  requiring  cleansing  . . . . 

1 

1 

- 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.  . . . . 

10 

10 

2 

Smoke  abatement 

2 

1 

I 

Miscellaneous 

11 

11 

2 

Total 

' 328 

361 

^ “26-  i 
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HOUSE  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  work  of  house  inspection  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions has  again  received  considerable  attention.  13 1 houses  were  inspected 
and  the  relevant  details  entered  on  appropriate  record  cards.  Three  houses 
were  formally  represented  as  Individual  Unfit  Houses  and  203  houses  were 
rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

Owners  of  property  are  encouraged  to  consult  the  inspector  with 
regard  to  sanitary  notices,  and  the  assistance  given  in  an  advisory  capacity 
often  results  in  work  being  carried  out  with  a minimum  of  expense  to  the 
owner  and  a maximum  advantage  to  the  tenant. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  sanitary  improvements 
effected  during  the  year  : 


TABLE  26. 


Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Eaves  gutters,  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 13 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Dampness  abated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Rooms  repaired,  cleansed  or  distempered  . . . . . . . . 24 

Window  frames  repaired,  sash  cords  renewed  . . . . . . . . 27 

Stoves  or  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Existing  wastepipes  trapped  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 8 

New  baths  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

New  Impervious  sinks  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Yard  paving  renewed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Premises  llmewashed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  120 

New  w.c.  compartments  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

W.C.  compartments  lighted,  repaired  and  ventilated  . . . . . . 11 

New  pedestal  pans  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

New  soil  pipes  or  ventilation  shafts  fixed  . . . . . . . . 3 

Ventilation  shafts  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Drams  repaired  or  new  branch  drains  laid  . . . . = . . . 87 

Drains  or  gullies  unstopped  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 9 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 
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During  the  year  81  visits  were  paid  under  the  above  heading  and 
eight  written  notices  were  served  as  a result  of  these  inspections.  The 
defects  found  were  of  a minor  character  and,  apart  from  the  three  cases  out- 
standing at  the  end  of  the  year,  were  all  remedied  by  informal  action. 

The  fact  that  no  notifications  of  defects  were  received  from  H.iM. 
Inspector  of  Factories  indicates  that  the  condition  of  the  premises  in  Bexhill 
may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937,  came  into  force  during  the  year,  and  the 
compilation  of  a new  register  on  the  card  index  system  was  commenced. 


DISINFECTION  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  under  this  head  during  the  year  was  475. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  sanitary  staff  were  responsible  for  removing 
patients  to  hospital.  In  every  case  terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out 
and  the  usual  particulars  obtained  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Disinfecting  Officer,  attached  to  the  Public  Health  Department, 
carried  out  the  removal  of  bedding  and  worked  the  Manlove  Alliott  Steam 
Disinfector  at  Clinch  Green.  In  addition  to  the  bedding  from  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  a number  of  requests  were  received  for  articles  of  clothing 
and  bedding  to  be  removed  and  disinfected  ; in  these  cases  a charge  to  cover 
the  expense  was  made. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  nature  of  the  articles  disinfected 
and  the  number  of  rooms  fumigated  : 


TABLE  27. 

Articles  Disinfected  or  Destroyed. 

Wearing  Apparel 
Beds 

Mattresses 
Eiderdowns 
Bolsters  . . 

Pillows  . . 

Blankets 
Sheets  . . 

Towels 

Miscellaneous  . . 


36 

19 

141 

33 

26 

265 

333 

118 

3 

324 


Total  ..  ..  1,298 
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Rooms  Fumigated. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

Diphtheria 

15 

Tuberculosis 

16 

Cancer  . . 

4 

Measles  . . 

3 

Vermin 

17 

Miscellaneous  . . 

54 

Total 

..  120 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  propaganda  that  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
review  and  in  previous  years  has  resulted  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
being  fully  aware  of  the  existing  facilities  to  assist  them  in  their  efforts  to  rid 
any  premises  of  rats  and  mice.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  public 
have  availed  themselves  to  the  full  of  these  facilities.  During  1938,  327 
visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  connection  with  the  41  complaints 
received. 

The  practice  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  whereby  on 
receipt  of  a complaint  a member  of  the  Inspectorial  Staff  visits  the  premises 
and  tenders  advice. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  the  following  measures  were  carried  out  with  a view  to  securing 
concerted  action  during  National  Rat  Week  : 

1.  Cinema  Advertisement. 

A copy  of  the  talking  film  “ Your  Enemy  the  Rat  ” was  loaned  for  a 
period  of  one  week  and  displayed  at  a local  cinema.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
film  a prepared  slide  invited  enquiries  for  further  information  at  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

2.  Press  Publicity. 

An  advertisement  drawing  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  immense 
damage  done  by  rats  and  stressing  the  responsibility  of  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  and  buildings  was  inserted  in  the  local  Press. 

IMitorial  comment  drew  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  Bexhill 
is  not  troubled  by  the  sewer  rat,  but  that  rubbish  left  undisturbed  in  sheds 
and  gardens  will  encourage  the  ordinary  English  rat. 


73 


3-  Pamphlets  and  Advisory  Leaflets. 

Advisory  leaflets,  giving  instruction  and  guidance  in  methods  of 
rat  destruction,  were  prepared  for  distribution. 

In  several  instances  a gas-generating  apparatus  was  used,  but  reliance 
in  the  main  has  been  placed  in  the  use  of  baits  for  dealing  with  slight  in- 
festations that  have  occurred  within  the  Borough. 


SANITARY  CERTIFICATES. 

The  practice  of  issuing  Sanitary  Certificates  has  been  continued 
during  the  year  and  the  sum  of  8s.  Od.  was  received  in  payment  for  the 
eight  Certificates  issued. 

Applications  for  Sanitary  Certificates  are  usually  received  from  in- 
tending purchasers  of  property,  and  before  a Certificate  is  issued  a thorough 
inspection  is  made  of  the  type,  position,  and  method  of  fixing  of  all  sanitary 
fittings  ; the  soil  and  vent  pipes  are  tested  by  smoke  and  air,  and  the  under- 
ground drains  are  subjected  to  a water  test. 

The  Certificate  remains  in  force  for  a period  of  three  years. 

CONCLUSION. 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  willing  support  given  to 
me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  to  thank  my  assistants  for  their 
help  throughout  the  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  NORWELL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Impector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall,  Bexhill. 
June,  1939. 


